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Homework Policy

Aims of this Policy
This policy outlines the expectations for homework at Harbinger. This policy aims to:

e Provide pupils with the opportunity to extend their learning in areas of personal interest.

e Ensure a consistent approach throughout the school

e To encourage children to develop the confidence, independence, self-discipline and
motivation needed to study on their own and prepare them for the next phase of
education.

e To make set homework relevant and meaningful for the child linked to work done at
school.

e Make expectations about homework clear to children, parents and other carers.

e Provide opportunities for parents and children to work together, thereby, fostering an
effective partnership between home and school be expected across the phases in school.

What is Homework?

e ‘Homework’ refers to tasks given to children by their teachers to be completed outside of
usual lessons.
e From Years 1-6, homework tasks will be set for:
o Reading
English
Maths
Wider Curriculum
Spellings
Mental Maths
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e Homework is about reinforcing, practicing and building confidence.

e Homework tasks vary significantly, particularly between younger and older children.
Tasks may include: home reading activities, spelling practice, mental maths practice and
may also include more directed and focused work such as revision for tests.

e Homework may need to be recorded in the child’s homework book; some homework
may be set online.

e Research by The Education Endowment Fund (EEF 2021) highlighted that homework
which is linked to classroom work tends to be more effective and could have higher
impacts on learning.

e Teachers consider the half-term ahead and carefully link homework to classwork so it is
relevant to the current learning. Homework is designed to enable opportunities for pre-
teaching (revisiting previously learnt objectives in preparation for new objectives) and
consolidation (revision of newly learnt objectives).



When is homework set?

e |n the first week of each half term, teachers will set homework for entire half term.

e The half-term homework overview (see picture below) is sent home to parents in the
first week of each half term (children take home a paper copy and it is also uploaded to
the class pages on the school website here).
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e Every Friday, Teachers will send home a Maths and English worksheet.

e Teachers will discuss and make the purpose of homework clear to children (e.g. to
increase a specific area of knowledge, or to develop fluency in a particular area).

e Children are expected to complete the homework and return by Wednesday the
following week.

e Teachers will keep a track of homework submitted.

¢ |n addition, where the teacher feels that there are areas of need, children may be
provided with extra one-off pieces of work or booster packs.

e Reception children will be set homework on a weekly basis. This is presented in clear
wallets to parents as hard copies.

Resources

e Children will be provided with a homework exercise book to record their ‘ ’ :A
homework. .9

e All children are provided with a reading book from school. If the :ug.du:
schoolbook is lost, there is a charge of £5 to replace the book.

e KS1 and Reception children have access to Bug Club — a website with online books to
read.

e KS1 and KS2 children have logins to the Tower Hamlets Library Service online:
https://towerhamlets-sls.wheelers.co/

e Some homework may be set online — all children have an online account for Microsoft

Teams.
e |f you require resources to support the homework i.e. loaning a school
device, please email the school at office.@harbinger.org.uk
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Support for homework

If you have any questions about the class homework, or need a login for Microsoft Teams,
please speak to the class teacher in the first instance.

Please inform the teacher are any problems completing the homework.

Below is a summary of homework given:

Subject EYFS KS1 KS2
Reading Nursery children take home a e children who read up to e Core: Children are expected
‘real’ book in bookbag with a diary orange band will take home a to read 15 minutes of their
for recording reading experiences phonetically decodable book 3 reading book each night
at home. times a week e  Children should read aloud to
e Children above orange band an adult du.ring the week
Reception children — A will have a banded book 3 wh?re possible to support.

. . their development of reading
phonetically decodable book goes terTes a week fluency and expression.
home every Friday with a diary for | ® Children also havc.a act?ess to e Though many children in KS2
recording reading experiences at Bug Club —an online library of are ‘free readers’ it is
home. digital books which are important that listening to

assigned to their reading level them read aloud occurs
Children take home a ‘real’ book | ® Additionally, children can also during the week. As in KS1,
as well. They can change their borrow a ‘free choice’ book having stories read aloud to
‘real’ book as often as required from the library book, each them should continue,
with parents. week further developing tone,
e Children should practice intonation and expression as
All EYFS children are encouraged reading to an adult for at least the text becomes more
. : complex.
to read every night as part of the 10 minutes a day ) )
. . - . e All children in KS2 may
bedtime routine. . Addltu.)nal. tlme.should be borrow books from the
spent in discussion of book e.g. school library or book corner
literal and inferential style and will be given the
questioning. opportunity to change these
* Please record and sign your weekly. In addition to this,
child’s reading record book for children who are working
all instances of reading that below age related
take place at home expectations will be given a
e Children should be heard levelled book to read with an
reading their own story books adult at home
from home and be read to by
parents e.g. bed time story e Exposure of and discussion
which allows children to have around word meaning,
lots of exposure to modelling inferred messages and news
of tone, intonation, expression and magazine articles is
etc. beneficial.
English Reception children are set a piece | #  An English will be set each e An English will be set each

of work weekly.

week
e  Tasks may include:
o reading

comprehension
o simple labelling
o grammar/punctuatio
n/ sentence level
work
o writing task
e  Activities will be directly
linked to class-based learning.

week
e  Tasks may include:
o reading

comprehension
o grammar/punctuatio
n/ sentence level
work
o writing task
e Activities will be directly
linked to class-based learning.




Spelling

Spelling lists

e  Children will receive a list of
weekly spellings to practice.

e  Spelling lists will be based on
statutory words (such as
common exception words
and year group-specific
spellings) and words linked to
sounds learnt in phonics and
topics in class.

e  Children will practise spellings
in class.

e Asan extension, children can
practice writing the spelling
words in sentences

Spelling lists/rules

e We follow the ‘No-
Nonsense Spelling’ scheme
in KS2

e Spelling lists will be based
on specific year-group
spellings and spelling rules

e Spellings may also be
determined by any common
spelling errors from
classwork

e Inorder to support
transition, revision of
previous year’s spellings will
be included in spelling lists
and select year groups may
use previous year group’s
spelling list format to aid
with this.

Maths

Reception children are set a piece
of work weekly.

e A Maths task will be set each
week
e  Tasks could include:
e consolidation of class
work
e pre-teaching new
objectives
e  practical activities /
games to be played with
parents.

o  Homework will be based on
the mental recall of number
facts along with problem
solving and reasoning. This
will either be consolidation
of learning in class or pre-
teaching new objectives.

Mental
Maths

inc. Times
tables and
number
facts

. We encourage parents to
practice counting in 2s, 5s
and 10s and then move to
the 2s, 5s and 10 times
tables

Children play Timestable
Rockstars

e In Year 3, children will learn their
3-, 4- and 8- times tables. By the
end of Year 3, children are
expected to know the 1-, 2-, 3-, 4-
, 5-, 8-and 10- times tables and
related division facts.

By the end of Year 4, children are
expected to know all of their
times tables up to 12x12.

In Years 5 and 6, children will
apply their times table knowledge
to related division facts and
inverses, whilst working on any

gaps from previous years.



https://ttrockstars.com/
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Wider Reception - At the end of every Each week, a task will be Each week, a task will be
Curriculu half term, project work is sent linked to one of the Wider linked to one of the Wider
home to investigate the new Curriculum subjects taught in Curriculum subjects taught in

m theme. class. i.e. class. i.e.

o Science o Science

o History o History

o Geography o Geography

o Art o Art

o Music o Music

o Religious Education o Religious Education

o PSHE o PSHE

o Computing o Computing
Project If families would like further home learning, the school encourages children to work on their own project
Homewor linked to their current class topic. For example, making a 3-D model / designing a poster / a piece of written
K work.

This homework can be worked on over the half term and will be shared and celebrated back in school.




